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Zichydorf

Dated July 5, 1864, John Gruczar, Notary

Torontal County, Neupetsch Area, Zichydorf District

German Colonists came from:  Charleville, St. Hubert, Hatzfeld, Heufeld, Mastort, etc.

Lands Held in Common:
Huttung, Mormintye, Weingarten, Hofersatz, Saliter-Acker, Verbrannte Flur, Halbe Wiesen, Sandacker, Gross Rajka Ausschnitt, Gross Uiberland, Pajer Acker, Milde Wiesen, St. Janoscher Acker. 

"The Ethnographic and Topographic Description of the Locale of Zichydorf."

Section I

The name of the locale, market town and its environs.

A.  The History of the Community [Translator’s note: Locale in this context]
  In 1787, under the auspices of the Royal Hungarian Chamber, 123 houses were built with the Ministry of Finance bearing the initial costs along with also providing the necessary lands and acreage to meet the Urbarial requirements [Editor’s note: These were the rules which governed the relationship between the landowner and the tenants to protect the tenants from unreasonable demands.] and named it Zichydorf after the influential Count Zichy, and the project was undertaken in the autumn of the year with total government financing.  The locale was settled by German tenant farmers from Grabats and Gross and Klein Jecsa, and Ostern in 1788 but, because it was at the time that His Majesty Emperor Joseph II was at war with the Turks, battles were fought around Grabács (Grabats?) and Belgrade. The surrounding area became a battlefield and the German tenants fled from the area out of fear after first burning their fields and crops to prevent the Turks from being able to live off of the land.  After the war was over, on Good Friday in 1789 a few of the Germans returned and took possession of some of the abandoned houses, cleared them of overgrowth and made them habitable once more.  Within six months other Germans from various places migrated to Zichydorf so that eventually all of the houses were occupied by Germans.

  The majority of the inhabitants were Roman Catholic by profession and German in terms of their nationality and all of them made their living as farmers.  The number of inhabitants had grown to 2,453 and by religious confession 2,422 were Roman Catholics, 14 were Orthodox, 3 were Lutherans and 14 were Jewish.  There were 2,439 Germans and 14 Serbs and Romanians.  The church was built in 1813 and the rectory in 1806.  The school consisted of two classes.  In 1821 the community was elevated to the status of a market town.  In conclusion, it needs to be recognized that the neighbouring community with the Romanian name of Mormintye was inhabited by Romanians and Serbs as early as 1716 prior to the establishment of Zichydorf.  The Commander of the Imperial Army, Prince Eugene of Savoy fought a battle against the Turks nearby and the corpses of the fallen were buried in a mass grave on the heights next to Zichydorf.  These heights are located east of Zichydorf.
B.  Location of the Community
  The dimensions of the area covered by Zichydorf is a width of 410 Klafter in the North and a length of 760 Klafter to the East.  [Editor’s note: A klafter is the distance encompassed by a man’s outstretched arms. The official measure varied between 1.7 metres and 1.9 metres, depending on the jurisdiction. The Austrian measure, the likely one used here, was 1.8965 metres, resulting in 777.56 m by 1441.34 m here.] Zichydorf is only one foot higher in proportion to its closest neighbouring community to the east which is Margitta, to the south Werschetz marsh and St. Janos, to the west the Bioszég prairie and to the Gross Gaj commons to complete the circle.  Zichydorf belongs to the mixed nationalities Royal and Imperial District of Modos; the Royal and Imperial Military Command of Gross Becsckerek and to the Roman Catholic bishopric of Temesvar and Csanader.

C.  Current Officials, Public Offices, Institutions and Associations

  In the community of Zichydorf there is a Roman Catholic parish; a school with two classrooms; a school inspector; a town hall; and a community hospital.

D.  Roads and Travel Connections

  There is a highway to Gross Margitta and a second highway to St. Janos.  There is a side road from there to Ürményház; a cross country road from Gross Margitta to Allibunár that was formerly the Post road traversing the area.

E.  Mountains
  There are none.

F.  Landscape and Scenery

  There are none.
G.  Vistas

  There are none.

H.  Water Ways

    None, but in 1833 and 1834 the Royka Canal was dug to drain excess water from the heights around Denta stretching from Gross Gaja to the commons at Gross Margitta.  In the winter and summer water from the Royka River, melting snow and rain water flow through the canal in the direction of Werschetz.  The canal is three Klafter wide.  A small brick bridge crosses over the canal and is part of the highway to Gross Margitta.

I.  Caves and Caverns

  There are none.

J. [Editor’s note: There is no J in the original.]
K.  Ruins, Castles and Monuments

  There are none.

Section II
A.  Weather and Atmospheric Conditions

   a)  Sunrise and Sunset

  With regard to this matter no observations have been made or recorded.

  b)  Temperature

  The temperature in this region can change very quickly so that often when it does not rain during the height of the summer heat when thunderstorms take place the temperature will drop dramatically.

  c)  Winds

  Because of the regular wind patterns major storms are not unusual.

  d)  Dampness and Rain

  Rainfall is often heavy so that flooding occurs regularly in the area and causes serious damage to the farmer's crops.

  e)  Storms

  Storms occur most frequently in the months of June and July and are not of very great importance or significance.

  f)  Snow

  In this region there is usually a negligible amount of snow that usually arrives in the month of December that last from three to four days and fourteen at the most.

 g)  The Seasons

  1.  Spring begins to arrive at the end of March along with the early arriving storks and house swallows.  That is when the work in the gardens and fields begin.  It rains quite often so that, by the beginning of May, things begin to bloom.  The pleasant spring days begin at the end of April when the trees are in blossom and leaves begin to appear.  The Kolumbacser flies [Editor’s note: a type of biting black fly] arrive here brought by the southern winds and are exterminated by the cold rain.  The bees take flight and begin to work in the month of June.
  2.  In the second half of the month of June, summer makes its entrance.  The cherries ripen and the temperature drastically changes and the vegetables ripen to maturity.
  3.  In the last quarter of the month of September the fall begins and the migratory birds begin to leave and the gathering of the grapes begins.  The change in the colour and the falling of the leaves from the trees continues on into the middle of October.

  4.  The arrival of the winter takes place in the month of December by which time the trees are all bare and the lowest temperature of -15 degrees Centigrade is reached and then come the snow drifts and squalls.

  h)  Atmospheric Pressure

  No observations in this regard have been undertaken.

B.  Structure and Constitution of the Soil

  There is good soil for the fruitful cultivation of crops.

C.  Plants

  The following plants are plentiful in this region: chamomile wormwood, henbane, thorn apple, yarrow, centaury, delphinium, larkspur, kale, potatoes, wheat, oats, maize, barley, corn, rape, poppies, cucumber, melons, pumpkins, radishes, Mayfeigele [Translator’s note: possibly a type of fig], peaches, blackberries, currants, gooseberries.

D. Animals

  1.  Mammals

  Swine, horses, donkeys and cows are raised here; the swine are from a very common breed; the horses are from a German strain and are fourteen to fifteen and a half fists high and are utilized for ploughing and pulling wagons.  They are now being bred with government provided stallions.

  The cows are of average quality and are utilized for milk and butter production and it is being held back somewhat due to the lack of more pasturage that had been available in better times in the past.
  In years of drought there are vast numbers of mice in the homes, buildings and fields that do a great deal of damage.

  There are rats in almost every house.
  There are predators in the region, large numbers of foxes and lately some wolves have appeared.
  Household dogs, both large and small are here in massive numbers.

  2.  Birds

  a)  Song birds, gold finches, canaries

  b)  Birds of prey, buzzards, chicken hawks

  c)  Owls are few

  d)  Swallows

  e)  Raven

  f)  Starlings in huge numbers

  g)  There are many pigeons

  h)  Many chickens are kept and raised

  i)  Wading birds, wild ducks, snipes 

  3.  Insects

  a)  Beetles

  b)  Butterflies are very common and are white in colour

  c)  Ordinary flies are numerous in the summertime

  d)  Migratory locusts appeared here in 1849. Those which settled down were beaten to death with branches from bushes. Those still flying were driven off by drummers who went about the fields.
  e) [Editor’s note: There is no e) in the original.]

  f)  Kolumbaczer flies [Editor’s note: black flies] are the largest of the flies drawn to wine making.  They are ash grey in colour.  They do not harm humans except for the irritating itch they leave behind but in terms of animals it is another matter.  They creep into their ears and nostrils that the animals are unable to dislodge, requiring that rancid lard and axle grease be applied to get rid of the pests.  The time of their arrival and the duration of their stay in the area is the month of May and they are driven here by southern winds from Orsova.
  g)  Rapesworms emerge in March and in May are transformed into beetles and they do great damage to the rape crop.
  h)  Very few snakes can be found in the area. 

Section III

A.  Division, Condition and Cultivation of the Acreage

  The total acreage is divided as follows:

  Cultivated acres                                   4579 Joch + 71 square Klafters
  Meadows/Pasture                                1274 Joch + 1252 square Klafters
  Vineyards                                                66 Joch + 1133 square Klafters
  Commons                                            1549 Joch + 562 square Klafters
  Fallow                                                    364 Joch + 679 square Klafters
Total




7834 Joch + 497 square Klafters
  [Editor’s note: 8 x 200 Klafter = 1,600 Klafter = 1 joch = .575 hectare = 5,754 m2]
  The cultivated acreage of 4579 Joch and 71 square Klafters is basically flat.  Its earning capacity is simply average and accounts for about one third of the economy.  Generally wheat, maize, [Editor’s note: The original word was Korn, which translates as cereal or grain. We have translated it as maize in this document, but it may be another grain, such as rye.] oats, barley and corn are grown.  The crop yield for wheat in good years is 20 per M and in bad years 6 per M; maize in good years 25 PM and in a poor year 10 PM; oats in good years 30 PM and in poor years 10 PM; corn in good years 25 PM and in bad years 7 PM. [Editor’s note: We have not been able to determine the meaning of the abbreviations per M or PM. They seem to be the same, but we do not know what they mean.]
  The cultivated acres are flooded partially by melting snow and rain water and also by run off water from the Royka River and the Theresia Canal.  These waters flow across the breadth of the Velika Gredaer prairie [Editor’s note: Velika Greda is an area west of Zichydorf. The village of Georgshausen, which lies in this area, is now known by this name.] and become deeper in the process.  That is also true on the large estates and domain of the nobles at Ueberland in the Werschetz marsh where heavy winds often drive the excess water back.  That is also the case with regard to the cultivated acres in Uiberland and Ueberland because of snow and heavy rainfall.  Because of the potassium in the soil the water cannot settle in and often the entire overflow seeks another level.  The heavy additional water flows into the Royka Canal from the nearby heights.  The railway that was built a year ago coming from Denta and running alongside the Theresia Canal was poorly elevated.  For that reason it had to be better secured five years ago because of the sponginess of the soil in some areas.  In the Werschetz marsh the Moravitza River flowing through a special canal deepens the Theresia Canal at Klein Margitta joining the Temes River and passes by Panschowa and flows into the Danube.

  This flat plain in a region of a flat prairie consisting of 4579 Joch and 71 square Klafters produces sweet grass that serves as hay at the rate of 18 Zentner [Editor’s note: A Zentner is a hundredweight, 100 pounds, fifty kilograms.] in a good year and 6 Zentner in a bad year; rowen [Editor’s note: Rowen is a second crop in the same season.] in a good year 8 Zentner and in a bad year hardly anything.  The first mowing usually occurs on the tenth of June and the second mowing takes place at the end of August.  The meadows and pastures are not that good early in the season and are not cultivated at all.  Very little fruit is raised in the gardens; mostly apples and not of good quality.  In the vineyards there are a few apricot trees and even less Kitten. [Editor’s note: We were unable to translate this.] The planting and tending of fruit trees is currently experiencing an upswing.  No fruit trees are to be found out in the fields or along the streets but only in the household gardens.  The soil and climate are not suitable for fruit trees.

B.  Products and Industrial Trade
  a)  Mining:  there is none.
       1)  Precious metals:  None
       2)  Iron:  None

       3)  Coal pits:  None

  b)  Lime Kilns:  None

  c)  Stone Quarries:  None

  d)  Glassworks:  None

  e)  Other factories:  None

  f)  Charcoal Making:  None

  g)  Lumbering:  None

  h)  Livestock Rearing
  In this community we find farmers who devote all of their time to the raising of livestock.  For instance there are 550 head of cattle of various German breeds, horned cattle, Hungarian breeds of sheep, but no goats are kept.  Swine are a mixture of Mountain and Mangulica breeds.  [Mangulica is a Serbian breed of pig.] In terms of horses about 20 are traded annually and are bred at the end of their third year.  No oxen are raised to maturity and are sold as calves.  One hundred and twenty cows and 1,500 swine are slaughtered annually.  The horses and horned cattle are left out to pasture from St. George's Day until All Saints.  Only breeding mares and stallions are stabled and fed in enclosed premises usually at the cost of 80 Florin for a horse, 30 Florins for a cow and 10 Florins for a pig.
  i)  [Editor’s note: There is no i in the original.]
  j)  Fish ponds:  None

  k)  Present Plans for New Industries:  None

  l)  Trade and Commerce

  The weekly and yearly markets; the kinds of produce and wares that appear most frequently; the current state of trade and commerce in the community and its benefits; what trade fosters the most favourable outcomes; accompanying favourable circumstances; what are the barriers to the development of trade; products other than those that are marketed locally.

  First:  The Grain Trade

  No grain merchants reside in Zichydorf and only the local inhabitants sell their own grain at these rates: for wheat 30.000 PM at 2 fl 50 ÖW; [Editor’s note: fl is florins, a type of currency, in this case, 2.5 florins. ÖW is mostly Österreichische Währung, Austrian currency.] maize 500 PM at 1 fl 8 x ÖW; barley 200 PM at 1 fl ÖW; corn 2400 PM at 1 fl 50 ŐW; the growing of oats is not as profitable as wheat and corn; no flour is available for sale.  Most of the various crops are sold in Panschowa and Temesvár as well as in Gross Becskerek; in the past year they have been making use of the railway and sell in Moraviza and then on to Detta and then Werschetz and on to Weiskirchen.
  Second:  Iron Trade

  There is none.

  Third:  Livestock Trade

  During the past two years the market for livestock has been rather lifeless here ever since the Domain of Űberland with its 2371 Joch of land has not honoured the contracted lease and the trade in livestock has sunk dramatically.  Recently more livestock has been sold than previously.  At the two markets 80 horses were traded at a price of 15 to 100 Florins; 300 head of horned cattle were sold at a rate of 20 to 35 Florins; few young calves and lambs are sold while in comparison lean young swine are much in demand and are sold at the rate of 2 to 14 Florins a head.

  Fourth:  Lumbering

  There is none.

  Outside buyers come to the weekly markets to purchase butter and eggs which are taken to Temesvár and Werschetz to be resold at a profit.  Other than that, various kinds of fowl are sold at the weekly markets and are bought by the local inhabitants for their own household needs.  It also provides a ready market for the potatoes brought in from Morizfeld, Kudritz and other neighbouring communities.

  At the annual markets there is a good and ready market for iron products, wagons, rope products, boots, shoes, wood products, keys, wooden wash basins, shovels, pots, linen and especially dry goods. [Editor’s note: One possibility for the translation of the wooden wash basins is for very large basins capable of holding a whole pig for washing and shaving after it had been slaughtered.]
Section IV
The People

A.  Population

The current number of inhabitants by religious confession.

  Roman Catholic                      2422

  Greek Orthodox                          14

  Lutheran                                        3

  Jewish                                          14

  ____________________________

  Total                                        2453

By Nationality

  German                                    2439

  Serbs and Romanians                  14

  _____________________________

  Total                                        2453

By Gender

  Male                                        1208

  Female                                     1245

  ____________________________

  Total                                        2453

  In terms of the places of origin of the various nationalities with only few exceptions the Germans including the merchants were born here and the Romanians and Serbs have resided here for some time and were also born here.
  The temperature in this area can rise and fall dramatically because it may seldom rain and during the summer months it can become extremely hot and then a thunderstorm may bring a sudden drop in temperature.

  The regular wind pattern in the area is from the south west and strong winds and storms occur quite often.

  The major illnesses in the summer months are bilious fever and abdominal catarrh and in the winter months, catarrh in the chest and pneumonia.  Small pox seldom occurs but there have been a few individual cases. There are instances of measles, scarlet fever, Frissel [Editor’s note: We were unable to translate this word, but Friesel means heat rash. Perhaps this could be interpreted as heat stroke.] and those other illnesses from the past and present that affect populations engaged in agricultural pursuits.

The Lives of the People

Year                     Population                   Male Births          Female Births          Marriages

1854                         2134                              86                          89                           23

1855                         2221                              95                          97                           31

1856                         2317                              96                          93                           25

1857                         2422                              88                          95                           21

1858                         2487                             110                         69                           33

________________________________________________________________________

Totals                      11581                            475                        443                         133

Deaths

Year              1     5     14     30     50     60     70     80    over 80     Total      Male   Female

1854             45   20      4      2      14      1        2        -            -          88          43       45
1855             50   18      3      3      16      2        3       1            -           96         46       50
1856             40   13      1      2      16      7        4       1            -           84         44       40

1857             70   22      3     10       7      3        2       1            -         118         52       66

1858             30   11      2       2     12      5        2       1            -           65         35       30

________________________________________________________________________Totals          235  84   13      19     65    18      13       4            -         451       220      231
B.  Present Educational Institutions

  The present Roman Catholic school was divided into two classrooms in 1836 and the first assistant teacher was in place as of January 1, 1837 and ever since there have been two classes and two teachers.  Elementary knowledge is widespread among the local population but it should be noted that the present school does not provide sufficient teaching time for the pupils but in terms of the past it is a vast improvement.  The ethical and moral education of the populace is advanced by the school.

C.  Humanitarian Institutions
  A hospital serving fifteen patients annually is located here.

D.  Housing

  Zichydorf can count a total of 384 houses and the houses are erected in such a way that the gable faces the street.  The walls are made of mixture of baked bricks and sun-dried mud bricks.  The older houses have a reed covered roof but the new houses have a tiled roof.  On entering them, first of all there is the principle room, then the kitchen and stable all under the same roof.  The bake ovens are made of sun-baked mud bricks and are heated using straw.  The front room has two windows facing the street and another looks out on the yard.  The main bedroom has one window with a view of the yard.  Laudably, the houses are kept very clean and the front stairs are usually also attached to the horse stable.
E.  Diet and Nutrition

  The bread is good and baked using wheat flour.  Beef broth is prepared for workdays and bread is dipped in vinegar as a sauce and dipped in the soup.  Otherwise the meat becomes the basic ingredient for beef or chicken paprika stew or breaded schnitzel with dumplings or onions.  Above all, pork is the major source of nourishment.  When the pork is boiled the bones are used for the making of head cheese in the winter.  Usual fare includes dumplings, pancakes, sauces, sour cabbage, vegetables and legumes that are cooked along with or without pork and red pepper and lard are added as rue.  [Editor’s note: Rue is sauce or gravy made from flour and used as a thickening or base for many different dishes.] At the time of festivals and other celebrations beef broth, beef and horse radish are served at the noon hour meal or beef tenderloin with a sour sauce, cabbage with cucumbers, peppers and celery, prunes, turnips, baked and sugared Händel, rice cooked in milk and cinnamon, wine soup, breaded yeast based pastas.  During the summer months on weekdays meals are served three to four times daily.  Breakfast at eight o'clock; dinner at twelve o'clock; snack at four o'clock in the afternoon and supper from seven to nine o'clock at night.  But during the winter months there are usually only two meals, one at ten o'clock in the morning and five o'clock in the evening.  The usual drinks are water, wine, beer and brandy.
F.  Clothing and Attire

    While at work and weekdays men wear a shirt, long trousers that were tucked into their boots, a vest, hat, neckerchief and cloth jacket and on Sundays and holidays a felt hat or a black fur cap, a silk neckerchief geprämter and braided Gunyats as well as a ausgeschnierte Hungarian with Flaner and trousers worn outside of their boots.  Blue is the most common colour in men's clothing while red is most common among the women and youth.  Out of necessity because of the cold in winter and the rain in summer the elderly wear long felted wool cloaks with hoods and white and yellow Bundas [Editor’s note: possibly like a fur coat] and the customary headwear on weekdays and Sundays.  During summer, winter and when it rains they wear fur hat and a black sheep skin hat. As footwear, leather boots are worn at work and in winter. Special leather boots are worn in the summertime and on holidays.
G.  Room Furnishings and Accessories

  They usually consist of two beds, a tall clothes closet, two benches, a table, mirrors and various small and large holy pictures.

H.  Customs

  Because the inhabitants make their living from agricultural pursuits little can be said about their customs.

I.  Astrologers

  There are none.

J.  Superstitious Customs

  There are none.

K.  Amusements and Entertainment

  For the local nationalities the only entertainment they enjoy is dancing but outside of the young people the others do not have the opportunity to go dancing.  For some time now the earlier Fress Kirchweih is no longer being observed and is now celebrated as the Kirchweih festival.
  [Translator’s note: The term fress and fressen refers to animals eating and is a derogatory term when describing people eating and connotes over-eating and over-indulgence and bad eating manners.  The Kirchweih was the annual village celebration of the consecration of their church a long standing tradition their ancestors brought with them from their homelands.]
L.  Dialect

  German is spoken here exclusively and the local inhabitants speak it well.

M.  Proverbs and Sayings

  As easily won so as easily spent.

N.  Pocsi
  The local inhabitants are all farmers have no taste for poetry and no poet has been born here so far.

O.  Songs

  The local population prefers to sing church songs and their voices are raw and untrained like the people themselves.  The young people favour singing war songs and the songs tend to be melancholy.
P.  Famous Personalities

  There are none.

Q.  Folk and Fairy Tales

  There are none.

R.  A Character Sketch

  The vast majority of the inhabitants are farmers who are aware that previously their ancestors wore different attire that their present clothing still reflects and the farmers still wear pantaloon underwear, especially in the summertime because they are far more comfortable than their tight fitting blue cloth trousers.

  Signed in Zichydorf on the 25th of October 1859

  Johann Blázy

  Notary 
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